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Teacher's Day 
What do you know about a job of teaching? 

 

Teacher - someone whose job is to teach 
in a school or college. 

 

“I am indebted to my father for living, but 
to my teacher for living well. His teacher 
was the legendary philosopher Aristotle 

Alexander the Great 

 

«Teaching is the one profession that 
creates all other professions». 

 

“Technology is just a tool. In terms of 
getting the kids working together and 
motivating them, the teacher is the most 
important” 

Bill Gates 

 

Kids don't remember what you try to 
teach them. They remember what you 
are.”  

Jim Henson 

 

“Those who know, do. Those that 
understand, teach.”  

 Aristotle 

 

 

 

 
 

Roman Education 

Education was very important to the Ancient 

Romans. The rich people in Ancient Rome put 

a great deal of faith in education. While the 

poor in Ancient Rome did not receive a formal 

education, many still learned to read and 

write. Children from rich families, however, 

were well schooled and were taught by a 

private tutor at home or went to what we 

would recognise as schools. In general, 

schools as we would recognise them, were for 

boys only. Also, Roman schools were rarely an 

individual building but an extension of a shop 

– separated from the crowd by a mere 

curtain! Children worked a seven-day week – 

there was no break for the weekend! 

However, this was not as dire as it appears. 

There were many school holidays – religious 

holidays (and there were many of them) 

meant that children did not have to go to 

school. Market days also resulted in school 

closures and children also had a summer 

holiday! 
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Teachers in Ancient Greece 

Teachers in ancient Greece only educated 

boys. Girls were educated at home by 

their mothers. Boys from well-to-do 

families were sent to school around the 

age of seven. In Sparta, boys at the age of 

seven were sent to a city-run military 

school and stayed in the barracks. In 

other city-states, each boy was 

accompanied by a slave called a 

paidogogos. The slave’s job was to insure 

the child’s good behavior. A grammatist 

taught reading, writing, and simple math. 

For education in music, a ketharistes 

taught his students how to play the lyre 

and an instrument that resembled the 

oboe. An instructor called a palaestra 

taught physical education. Most evidence 

suggests that teachers were poorly paid 

in early Greece, and they had a low status 

in society. 

 

Old Egyptian School 

From the pictures and images, it seems 

that classrooms had tables for the 

children to use to write on and lessons 

were taught by teachers. Some schools 

were designed for specific talents, such as 

‘Scribes’. These were the people that 

would have the job of writing all of the 

history, letters and all communications. 

Scribe students would spend hours 

writing and re-writing the hundreds of 

symbols that made up the Egyptian 

words. There is evidence that the kids 

didn’t always like doing the work and 

when they skipped school, they were 

punished. The children of royal families 

and the high officials and nobles had the 

opportunity to attend the Prince’s School. 

There is evidence that it was also open to 

other boys that showed excellent 

promise. The school taught: Reading and 

writing and the Hieroglyphs, history, 

mathematics, geometry, geography, 

cartography (study of maps), science, 

ceremonial dance and music, astronomy, 

medicine, astrology and religious training. 

 

 

 

What do you know about your 

teachers? 

How do you feel about your school now? 

Thousands years ago the students were 

only boys. In some countries children 

studied seven days a week! In Greece 7 

year old boys became little soldiers and 

lived far from their families. The main 

things they learnt were how to fight and 

how to survive in the difficult situations.  

The past is the past, right? So let’s go 

back to our school and get to know your 

teachers better. You will see, that you are 

lucky to have such kind and smart people 

around to help you study and discover a 

new world. Within the framework of 

“Teacher's day» your classmates or even 

you took some interviews and here is 

what you can see. 
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